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wise ship passengers (1op, from laft) June Kantor, Mildred Hodes, Chariotte

Spasgel, Mariyn Klinghotter, (bottom, from left) Neil Kantor, Frank Hodes. Viola Meskin, and Seymour Meskin,

6 Long Branch friends
among ship’s hostages

By SHERRY CONOHAN
and SUSAN DE SANTIS
Prgss Stafl Widers

SIX TRAVELING companions
from a Long Branch condominiom
complica, who passed up a strenuows
ofe-day trip to the Egyptian pyramids,
are among the hostages of the Pales-
timian terrorists who seized the cruise
ship Achilke Lauro in the Medicrra-
nean.

Another 67 Amencans, including
cight from the Shore area, lefi the ship
before the hipackers ook control.
They are reporied 1o be safe in Catro,
waiting anssously for word about the
hostages' e

“1 think it's nomsensical for Uhese

imnoeent hostages be involved in
some insane polinkcal game  without
any ohvious reasons,” said Dr, Steven

E Hodes of Middlciawn Township
whose maother, dunt. unle and cousin
are sl aboard the ship

The Achille Lauro carned

Hopeful
must Sit

By STEVE CHAMBERS
Prous Fod Bonk Buroau

THE HOME of Steven and Ar-
dith Hodes appearcd normal from ihe
outstde yesterday, imposiig 0 e wEe
bt peacelil

Thekr young sen pedaled his tricy-
cle along the driveway of the modern
residence surrounded by lindscaped
properties ia e quict, exclusive sec-
hon of Middlciown Township,

M, Hodes answiered ihe doorbell
at though she wis cxpecting company,
wsking who was there bub then open-
imgg e el

When the boy on the ke asked
whia the reporter was and what he was
doing at the howse. he was told 1t was
b BurvEy

“They don’t know  aboul  their
grandmether.” M, Hodes said in &
whisper %o her young daughter and
son coulkdm't hear, "They're really too
young 10 understand all this™

The Hodes and & number of ather

753

passenpers when i lefi Genoa, by,
last Thursday, bui fewer thas 100
were aboard with the crew when the
Palestinians scized i1, Most had dis-
embarked @1 Alexandna for o sade 1np
10 Egypt and were 1o have metl the
shup a1 Port Said, northern entrance o
the Sucz Canal,

Presidential  spokesman  Larry
Speakes in Washingion said about a
dozen  Americans  probably  were

aboard, including the six with tes 1o
Long Branch. They are: o

W Mildred Hodes, 64, 3 housewile
whose husband, Frank, 66, an insur-
anpe salesman from West Orange, had
gotten off the ship in Alesandnia

Mrs. Hodes had a stomach ache
the night befote the trip 10 the Pyr-
amds and decided 10 stay aboard the
ship. The couple have a home in
Springficld Township as well as the
condominium in Long Branch

W Frank Hodes sister, Viola Mes
kin, 70, and her husband, Seymour,
72, i retired accountant. They have a

families
and wait

fumilies in New Jerscy and New York
were playing a wailing game yesier-
day, & serious game that involved
relatives aboard the cruise ship Achille
Laiiro that was hijscked off the Egyp-
tian const Monday

e, S1even E Hodes, 8 gastrocsic-
ralogist with a pectice in Edison
Township, got the bad news that his
mother, Mildred Hodes of Springficld
Township, was aboard the ship about
330 wm., when the Swie Depanment
called

With her w Dr. Hodes" uncle and
auni, Scymour and Viola Meskin,
Union, and » cousin, Sylvia Sherman,
Long Branch

All of his fmily members aboarnd
the ship own condominiums in Long
Branch and 1ook the trip together.

Hodes' futher, Frank, lefi the ship
o take @ tour of the Pyramids be-
tween pors, 85 did many Americani,
and was not on board when the ship
was hijacked

bome in Union m addition 1o the
Long Branch condamunmum.

B Sylvia Sherman, the Hodes'
cousin, 3 texiile desgner for 43 years
with Sterling Crestive Textile Priniers
in New York, She had moved o Long
Branch from New York several yeans
ago and makes her home year-around
in the condominium

W Marniiyn Klinghoffer. 58 and her
husband, Leon, &9, frends of the
other families. The Klinghoffers have
an apariment in New York' as well as
ithe condominium in Long Branch He
has had two strokes and 15 confined 1o
2 wheelchair. He slso suffers from
high blood pressare.

“They domt need bombs o kill
him. The siness is cnough o do L™
said Jerry Arbittier, the husband of
Klinghoffer"s daughter, Lisa, of New
Yiork

The Klinghoffers' other dauginer
lisa, went on lalian television 10 ak

Sec FRIENDS, page A9

DR. STEVEN RODES
Mother on ship

“1 shink it's monscnsical for these
innocent hostages 1o be involved in
some insane political game without
any obvious ressoms,” Hodes sad,

See FAMILIES, page A9
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Hijackers of ship
said to want talks;
claim none killed

Tre Assccated Press

PORT SAID, Egypt — A hijacked
Italian cruise ship with more than 400

shoard retumed 1o the Egyp-
uan coast today. Port soerces sl the
hupackers denicd killing amy hostages
and demanded 1o talk 10 the Britsh
Amencan and West German ambassa-
don

“No onc has been lilled and no
one will be released.”™ shipping sources
in Port Ssid quoted an umidentified
hijacker s welling Suez Canal officiaby.
The hapackers reaterated their demands
that lusel release 50 prsonem, the
port and ihipping sources said.

A man who sad he was the cap-
tmin of the Achille Lauro reporied by
radso law might that all aboard were
safe amd pleaded aguinsl rescoe ot-
tempts, contradicting  unconfirmed
carlicr reporis that the hijackers had
killed re0 Amencans.

The number of Amerkams on
board the ship was unceniain, bui was
estimated 1o be sbout a doren.

Ome mantime source told The
Asooated Press that am Egyptian
naval vessel approached the Achille
Laoro as it sicamed oward Port Sasd
carly ioday, but umed back when
haackers threatened 10 blow wp the
ARET.

The shipping and pof sources. in
Port Sasd who spoke on condition
they not be dentified. said the ship
was anchored 1520 nautical miles off
the coast

Their reports confirmed  carher
reports by lirael Radio, which sad
adic monitor Mickey Gurdus had
picked up communications between
the ship and Port Said

Gurdus reported that the ship was
about 20 nautical mibes off Port Said,
the northern tcrminus of the Suez
Canal. and that hijackens =muanded
that the three ambassadors be brought
to the port ko megotiaie with them

He sasd Egyptian auihonties had
forbedden the ship 10 enter its termio-
ral waters, but had promused thai the
ambassadon were on therr way
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However, British Embassy
spakeswoman Chnstine Ferguson said
that as of % am. (3 am. EDT) the
embassy had not heard of the hijock-
e’ request

The higackers seued the vessel
Monday nght afier the ship left Abex-
andria, Egypt, where about 600 people

including 67 Americans got off for a
one-day tour of Cairo and the pyr-
amids, They were to have reboarded
the Achille Lauro in Port Said.

Flotta Lauro, the shipping line,
said 413 people were still aboard,
including 331 crew members.

Sce HIJACKERS, page A10

Separated traveler keeps
prayerful vigil for friends

By PATRICIA M. MARTIN
Press Noptune Buresy

IT WAS 3 AM. 1n Cairo, and
Neil Kantor was trying 1o i asde the
traumatic tum of events that had left
siv of his friends in the hands of
Palestinian  ferronsis  aboand  the
Achille Lawro.

All he wanted 10 do i get & fow
houns. slerp before be and his wile
June, resume thor vigl with close
friend and necighbor Frank Hodes,
whose wife, Mildred, i still aboard
the lalian cruise ship. Their prayers,
though, also extend o five other close
fricnds being held aboard the lunury
liner

Kamior, of Metachen, was trying
w0 put behind him a report from the
Egyptisn government Lhat an Amern-
can couplc on boand had been killed

Reports from the LS. Stae De-
partment contradict the Egyptian re-
pon, and ithe ship’s captain has been

Juggling keeps government afloat

The Associsted Pross

carly hours 1oday, the Senste consid-
ered 3 serics of misoellaneous amend-

MG R SAes T ey o

and President and offered by
Sens. Phil Gramm, R-Tesas;, Warren
Dodoes BMIE- snd Ermest Hol

Leader Robert Dok, R-Kan., sarcasti-
cally saying o Democrais st onse
ot “Mavhe you wanl o creale

qussted a8 saying everyone s well

“Iry OK so far, and Frank has
been holding up preity well,” Kantor
waid from hus hotel room in the Cairo
Concorde. "Iy just Frighteming nol
knowing what |s podng on.”

Kantor and his wile, who summer
with their 308, Robert, in the 60-unit
Beach Mouse condomanium comples
on Ocean Avenue, Long Branch, were
on the |4-day cruisc of the Mediema-
nean with cight friends, all of whom
own  condominiums (m the Beach
House

Kantor, his wife, Hodes and Char-
lotte Speegel opted to ke an excur-
sion 10 the Sphiny, pyramids and
Egy museum  when the liner
docked in Alenandria on Monday.

The six others, Mri. Hodes, Sylvia
Sherman, Marilyn and Leon Klinghof-
fer and Viola and Seymour Meskin,
had decided o sury on board and sail
10 Pon Said, where they would hook
up 10 he ELCUIION group

Kantor descnbed the situation as
et

“We're supposed fo come 10 some
decision today, and | assume they'll
try fo evacuate us he suid, “but
we'ne going 1o stay here and wait ..
until there 1y some conclusion (1o the
hijsckingh.”

And thousands of miles away, o
Murry pasr of sideburns provided the
first ray of hope hours earlier for
Robert Kantor that his parents were
ot aboard the hijacked ship,

“That's my dad” Kantor ex-
clamed ot 10 am. yesterday, pointing
1o the wpper right hand corner of The
Associated Press Laserphoto of towr-
iats who had left the ship in Alexan-
dria. “I'd recognize those sidebums
anyplace ™

Far Kanior, a self-employed busi-
nessman, the vigl began &t 6 pm,

See TRAYELER, page A9

Probe begins




